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MEMBERS’ CIRCULAR

MONTHLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
	English 
	Tamil
	Day
	Event



	February 2005
	Thai
	
	

	5
	23
	Saturday
	Ekadasi Vrutham

	6
	24
	Sunday
	Dwadasi ; Pradosham

	8
	26
	Tuesday
	Ammavasai , Tharpanam

	12
	30
	Saturday
	Chathurthi Vrutham

	
	Maasi
	
	

	14
	2
	Monday
	Shashti Vrutham

	16
	4
	Wednesday
	Karthgai Vrutham

	19
	7
	Saturday
	Ekadasi Vrutham

	20
	8
	Sunday
	Dwadasi ; 

	21
	9
	Monday
	Pradosham

	23
	11
	Wednesday
	POURNAMI POOJA (7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.)

	24
	12
	Thursday
	Maasi Magam

	26
	14
	Saturday
	BHAJANA (7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.)

	27
	15
	Sunday
	Sankatahara Chathurthi 

51ST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 10.00 a.m.

	March 05
	
	
	

	6
	22
	Sunday
	Ekadasi vrutham

	7
	23
	Monday
	Dwadasi

	8
	24
	Tuesday
	Pradosham ; MAHA SIVARATHIRI

	10
	26
	Thursday
	Ammavasai Tharpanam

	13
	29
	Sunday
	Chathurthi Vrutham


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Families who attended the Family Day organized by the youths had an entertaining day and many congratulated the youths for the success of their efforts. This function was part of the 50th Anniversary activities. As I had mentioned often, we encourage members especially youths to initiate such activities and the Management Committee would facilitate them. It has been observed that members prefer such varied activities.

Current happenings in our society seems to stray away from the “friendly society” nature of our association. Nevertheless, there have been a few members who have congratulated the Management Committee for getting a new 99 year lease for the Association land. The Management Committee is elected to coordinate the activities of the association. They are volunteers and they carry out their duties to the best of their ability. If they do not discharge their duties responsibly, then members are at liberty to elect others who are more responsible at the next AGM. Let us maintain the spirit of oneness and cooperation. The other thing is, let us keep our personal grudges within the community and not publicise it outside our community.

HON. SECRETARY’S EDITORIAL
The 51st Management Committee would like to invite  all Members to attend the 51st Annual General Meeting to rationally exercise your rights on matters arising and to elect your next suitable Management Committee for the Persatuan. 

On behalf of the present Management Committee I would like to thank everyone for their selfless efforts, support and contributions to the Persatuan during the past year. 

I close with the following extract -

“One must elevate and not degrade oneself by one’s own mind. The mind alone is one’s friend as well as one’s enemy. The mind is the friend of those who have control over it, and the mind acts like an enemy for those who do not control it.” (BHAGAVAD GITA)

THE MONTH TO BE 

Pournami Pooja 

- Wednesday, 23rd  February 2005 ( Maasi 11) 

All members, their families and friends are invited to participate in the February’s Pournami Pooja which will held on 23rd February 2005. Interested sponsors are requested to contact the Hon. Secretary/President.

  Samooha Bhajana 

- Saturday, 26th February 2005 (Maasi 14 )

The  Samooha Bhajana for February will be held on 26th February 2005. We invite all members and their families to participate in the bhajana which will be sponsored by members from PJ Section 14/16/17 & Bandar Utama. 
51ST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

- Sunday, 27th February 2005 (Maasi 15 )

The 51st Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday, 27th February 2005 (Maasi 15) at 10.00 a.m. All Members are invited to attend the AGM and to exercise their rights accordingly.

EDUCATION FUND BOARD 
The Merit Awards Presentation Ceremony was successfully held on Sunday, 9th January 2005 after the lively and interesting Family Day organised by the Youths under the 50th Anniversary Celebrations. The List of Recipients and Donors are as follows: 

Awards Recipients :

UPSR

Ashwin Sooryanarayanan



Sriram Ashok



Vickram Ramachandran



Sivaram Prasad



Vinod Venkatasubramaniam

PMR

Subashini Skantha Rajah



Bharath Chithambar

SPM

Aishwarya Kannan

MBA

Guru Sreenivas

Donors :

Dr. Ghandhimathi, Mr. B.N. Parthasarathy, Mr.G. Mohan, Mr. S. Venkiteswaran, Mr. K. Krishnamoorthy, Mr. Subramony Renganathan, Datuk Dr. K.R. Ramaswami (Gomathy Rengan Award),  Mr. Jayaram Krishna (Krishna Award) and Dr. K.S. Kannan

50TH ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE
The newsletter of the 50th anniversary Celebrations Sub-Committee is attached. With the completion of the Aganda Bhajana on 30th January 2005, the 50th Anniversary Celebrations have been successfully concluded. We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Youths who had voluntarily undertaken the task of organising the Family Day held on 9/1/2005. The activities were interesting and was carefully catered not just for the young but for all ages.

SRI VALAMPURI VINAYAGAR TEMPLE 
Members wishing to participate in the Temple’s Functions are advised to contact the Temple Management Association.

MEMBERS’ COLUMN - NEW MEMBERS / CHANGE OF ADDRESSES & CONTACT NUMBERS 

Members’ Change in Address / Contact Numbers

_________________________________
Members’ change of address / contact nos is/are as follows:-

	M’ship 

No.
	Name
	Change in Address and/or Contact No.

	L-71

232

L-95


	Dr. K. Vijayaraghavan

Lakshmy Eswara Vadhyar (Vallu Mami)

Venkata Subramaniam
	A 5-2, Bayu Angkasa Apartment

Jalan Medang Kapas

Bukit Bandaraya

59100 Kuala Lumpur

Tel No. : 03-2283 5953

H/Phone : 012-307 5929

24 Jalan Solok Lanjut, Taman Gembira, 41100 Klang

Tel: 03-3373 0646

Lot 1-9-7 Blk Merbau, Desa Minium Rimba, Taman Desa Minium, 43300 Seri Kembangan
Tel: 019-211 6375




MEMBERS' NOTICES

Birth

Announcing the birth of a baby boy on 18.1.05 toHariharan Sriniyasan and Prabha Devi Sundram. Grandson to Sri N. Srinivasan and Mr & Mrs. A. Sundram. Brother to Saradha Lakshmi and Srinivasan Vikram

Congratulations to the proud parents and grandparents and best wishes to the newborn.

Death

Shri A.S.Renganathan(433A) of Singapore,passed away peacefully on 30.12.2004 leaving behind wife Saroja Renganathan ,son Nanthakumar, daughter 
Mala and their families. The family wishes to thank relatives and friends  who condoled with them and  helped them in their hour of need.

Our condolences to the bereaved family members.
China trip 

A simple trip to China is being planned, where all meals will be Chinese Vegetarian.   Total 8 days travel with 6 full days in China covering the following:
Great Wall, Ming Tombs, Summer Palace, Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven, Tian An Men Square, Acrobatic Show, Imperial Summer Villa, Eight Outer Temple. All B, L , D and all fees, visas, tips all covered for RM2700.00 with minimum 15 persons. Presently flight is by MAS. Price will reduce as more no of persons. Expected date of trip is 2nd or 3rd week of May 2005. 

Those interested please contact:  K. Jayaram – Tel: 06-7620811 ;  E-mail: jaindra@streamyx.com 

Replacement Hon Auditor

Mr. S. Rajkumar (451) has agreed to be the Hon. Auditor for the term.

Letters

1. Following is an open letter to members of the Samajam from Dr. R. Sankaran (L-03). 

2. A Letter of enquiry from Dr. ES Siva Rama Krishnan (075) addressed to the President & Management Committee has been replied accordingly.

_______________________________________________

President

Ir. Dr. K.S. Kannan

20 Jalan Terasek Enam, Bangsar Baru, 59100 K.L

Tel: (Hse) (603) - 2284 9784 / (H/p) 013-3363814

E-mail: kskutm@pd.jaring.my
Hon. Secretary

Ms Malini Badri Narayanan

No. 7, Jalan 14/60, 46100 Petaling Jaya, Selangor

Tel: H/p–013-3525839 ; 

E-mail: malinibn@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer

Mr. N. Raman

No. 16,Jalan Hujan Batu Satu, Taman Overseas Union, 58200 KL

Tel : (603) 7981 5293

E-mail : nraman@pd.jaring.com
Malini Badri Narayanan , Hon Secretary 

24th January 2005

Sankaran Ramanathan 

“Chandan Cottage”, No. 18 Jalan Delima 4/2

Taman Delima Dua, 81100 Johor Bahru

January 20, 2005

To All Members

Persatuan Brahmin Malaysia

Open Letter about Tabula Rasa, The Public Sphere and Poison Pen(s)  

In 1644 blind poet John Milton wrote about truth and falsehood thus:


Let her (Truth) do battle with Falsehood in an open 
encounter,


Whoever knew Truth to be the loser?

This first enunciation of the “tabula rasa” concept was reiterated in the next century by Thomas Jefferson, third President of the U.S., who was convinced that free and open debate was essential for the eventual triumph of truth. More recently about 20 years ago German scholar Jurgen Habermas emphasized the importance of a wide public sphere whereby all views could be presented and debated openly, and ultimately consensus beneficial for civil society would be achieved.  

The philosophical bases for all these concepts is that the human is a rational being, that all humans are capable of distinguishing between truth and falsehood, and that they are equals (e.g. Declaration of American Independence, 4th July 1776, constitutions of democratic countries).

It is a sad reflection of our civil society that poison pens exist and seem to flourish. Those who are in the public sphere, being more exposed to the public eye, are often the target of unfounded criticisms. What makes poison pens even more invidious (in addition to their hiding in their cloaks of secrecy) is that their accusations seem to bear some modicum of truth for the uninformed. Generally, poison pens are wielded by disgruntled members of society who are in some position of importance but are unable to be influential in the larger context. As they seem to have access to records and hence are considered well-informed by some segments of that society, they vicarious pleasure in presenting half-truths and partial documents in order to buttress their grievances. While members of the society may have a pretty good idea of who they are, they revel in using their presumed cloak of secrecy to disguise themselves.

My late grandfather SSS Iyer, being one of the first Brahmins to come here in 1898, would look out for new arrivals at the then Port Swettenham jetty and provide them local hospitality before they ventured into the hinterland. My late father S. Ramanathan Iyer served in the committee and the first building fund for the Imbi Road premises. Those who know me will attest to my services, particularly in developing the Education Fund. However, the three poison pen letters sent to me have had their temporary effect in that I have (at my family’s request) kept a low profile for the past 9 years, particularly after the much-maligned Bombay sisters concert.

Now I am fully prepared to re-enter the public sphere. This letter is the first salvo and is directed at the poison pen(s) and their supporters. I am not afraid any more of you, for despite your innuendoes and threats (including recourse to the deities) and perhaps even because of it, I am committed to doing what I can for the Brahmin community, or what’s left of it. I am still a Brahmin and Hindu, and will remain so until my death, you cannot take that away from me. 

I challenge you to come out in the open and debate all the issues at the next AGM, otherwise hold your tongue forever and cease your obnoxious activities. I apologize to the other uninvolved members for having taken up some of your time on this issue and would gladly answer any of your queries in person or by e-mail.

Sankaran Ramanathan (Ph.D)

Life Member 003

_______________________________________
� EMBED PBrush  ���
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