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Registered Address: Lot 1267, Jalan lsmail Ghaney, Kampong Kasipilay,
51200 Kuala Lumpur





No. Pendaftaran 829 (Selangor)


MEMBERS’ CIRCULAR

MONTHLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
	English 
	Tamil
	Day
	Event



	June 2005
	Vaikaasi
	
	

	2
	19
	Thursday
	Ekadasi vrutham

	3
	20
	Friday
	Dwadasi 

	4
	21
	Saturday
	SAASTHAPREETHI  (9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.)

Pradosham

	5
	22
	Sunday
	Kaarthigai vrutham

	6
	23
	Monday
	Ammavasai, Tharpanam

	10
	27
	Friday
	Chathurthi vrutham

	13
	30
	Monday
	Shashti vrutham

(Commencement of  7-days “Learn to Speak Sanskrit” Course
 – 7p.m. to 10 p.m. from 13/6/2005 to 19/6/2005)

	
	Aani
	
	

	18
	4
	Saturday
	Ekadasi vrutham

	19
	5
	Sunday
	Dwadasi, Pradosham

	21
	7
	Tuesday
	POURNAMI POOJA (7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.)

	25
	11
	Saturday
	Sankatahara Chathurthi ; 

BHAJANA (7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.)

	July 2005
	
	
	

	2
	18
	Saturday
	Ekadasi vrutham

	3
	19
	Sunday
	Dwadasi , Pradosham

	6
	22
	Wednesday
	Ammavasai Tharpanam

	10
	26
	Sunday
	Chathurthi vrutham

	12
	28
	Tuesday
	Shashti vrutham


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It is encouraging to note member-initiated activities being held at the Samajam premises. In April there was the R. Gopal Ayer Memorial lecture cum Dinner and in May the Ladies Mother’s Day event. The Management Committee is willing to facilitate any such activity. There is a proposal to organise a food fair, a youth bhajana and music classes in the future.
It is proposed to hold the “Radha Kalyanam” by Sri Udaiyalur Kalyanarama Bhagavathar & Group from July 15th, 2005 to 17th July 2005. Sri Udaiyalur is a name that is increasingly becoming synonymous with the traditional rendering of Bhajans and Namasankeertans. To finalise this activity we need at least 4 main sponsors willing to commit RM 500/- each. Please contact the Hon. Secretary/President if you are interested to be one of the main sponsors.
HON. SECRETARY’S EDITORIAL
Fun is what we had during the recent Special Ladies Get-Together. On behalf of the organisers I would like to thank all the ladies ranging from juniors to seniors who had taken trouble to participate in the function even though some ladies had to be dropped off and picked up later to adhere to the “strictly ladies only rule”. 

The next ladies’ organised function would be the “Food Fair And Garage Sale” to be held in July. As this is a “fund raising project” we would like to see overwhelming response from members, families and friends alike.  No excuses please. 

I quote Charles Buxton  : “You will never find time for anything. If you want the time, you must make it.”
THE MONTH TO BE 

Shaashtapreethi 

Saturday, 4th June 2005 ( Vaikaasi 21) 
Our annual prayers for Lord Ayyappa, the Shaashtapreethi will be held on Saturday, 4th June 2004 from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Pooja will be held from 9.30 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. followed by bhajans and lunch at 12.30 p.m. We cordially invite all members, their families and friends to participate in the prayers and bhajans.

Pournami Pooja 

- Tuesday , 21st June 2005 ( Aani 7) 

We thank Ms. Lakshmi Lavanya Rama Iyer for sponsoring the May Pournami pooja.

The June Pournami Pooja will be held on Tuesday, 21st June 2005.  Any member interested to sponsor this pooja may contact the Hon. Secretary/President.

We invite all members, families and friends to join this Pooja.

Samooha Bhajana 

- Saturday, 25th June 2005 (Aani 11 )

The Samooha Bhajana for June will be held on Saturday, 25th June 2005. It will be sponsored by members from Subang/Shah Alam/Klang .
We invite all members, their families and friends to participate in the Bhajana. 

EDUCATION FUND BOARD
Educational/Study Tour of England and France in late June. Dr. R. Sankaran requests those interested to register by 1st week of June. As the response is not encouraging, if there are no further participants, the Study Tour will be cancelled. 
Please contact (sankaran_ramanathan@hotmail.com  or mediaplusconsultancy@hotmail.com) for details.

SRI VALAMPURI VINAYAGAR TEMPLE 
We have been informed that the new Priest will be arriving in Malaysia next month. 

The Samajam looks forward to his arrival and welcomes him to be a part of our small community in Malaysia. 

MEMBERS’ COLUMN - NEW MEMBERS / CHANGE OF ADDRESSES & CONTACT NUMBERS 
New Members

The following person(s) was / were admitted as Members of the Samajam in May 2005 :-

	M’ship No.
	Name
	Address and Contact No.

	550A
	G.S. Suresh Kumar
	701, Level 7, No. 2 Uptown Two, Jalan SS 37/21, Damansara Utama, 47400 Petaling Jaya
Tel: 03-7660 9780 


Corrections to Membership Directory 2004
Please amend your membership directory 2004 as follows:
	M’ship No.
	Name
	Change in Address and/or Contact No.

	L-179
	Badhrinath Rama Iyer
	

	530
	Ms. Gomathi Subramaniam
	Tel: 03 2282 5099



	L-114
	N. Gopalakrishnan
	Tel: 03-6277 4314 (hse)
        03-4045 5201 (mill)

	232
	Mdm. Lakshmy Vallbaiyer
	Tel: 03-2274 1469

	513A
	T.S. Natrajan
	Blk C-11-13, Palm Court

Jalan Berhala, Kg. Tun Sambanthan, 50470 Kuala Lumpur

	L-163
	Vijayalakshmi Rama Iyer, Puan Sri
	


MEMBERS' NOTICES

Upanayanam

The Upanayanam of Chiranjeevi Venkiteswaran and Chiranjeevi Sundareswaran, sons of Smt. Meena and Sri V Hariharan and grandsons of Smt. and Sri. A. Sundram (L-16) will be held on 8th June 2005 at the Samajam.

Our asheervathams to the two vadus.

GENERAL NOTICES
Visit of H.H. Sri Sri Omkarananda Saraswathyavadhoodha Swamigal to Malaysia 
Sri Sri Omkarananda Swamigal is expected to visit Malaysia to give a series of spiritual lectures from 31st May to 9th June. During this period he would give talks on Adhvaidha Vedanta, Sri Bhagavat Gita, Guru Bhakthi, Thirukurral, Thirumanthiram, Sivapuranam etc. in Kuala Lumpur and in other places. You may contact Smt. Prabha  Ravishankar  (tel: 4256 3781) or Sri V. Ramachandran (tel: 9284 1717) for more details.
“Learn to Speak Sanskrit in Seven-Days” 
A 7-day Course entitled “Learn To Speak Sanskrit”  organised and conducted  by MEDIAPLUS CONSULTANTS of Singapore (coordinated by Dr. R. Sankaran) will be held at the Samajam Premises from 13th  June till 19th June 2005 from 7.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. 

It is suitable for all ages and aims to enable students not only to converse in Sanskrit but also understand oral Sanskrit, particularly as found in the Hindu scriptures. 
The Guest Resource Person will be Ms. Anuradha Choudry. An alumnus of the Sri Aurobindo International 
Centre of Education in Pondicherry, she is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in Sanskrit on the topic of the Vedas. 

Course Registration Fee

The registration fee shall be as follows: 

a) For Brahmin Association members  

Registration fees of RM 175 for those who register by 10th June 2005; For more than one person from the same family, registration fee for the second and 
subsequent persons will be further reduced by RM 25 for each person, so that each person pays RM 150. 

b) For Others / Public:  Registration Fee of RM 200 

As places are limited, registrations will be on a first-come, first-served basis. Last-minute substitutions are permitted on a case-by-case basis. Preference will be given to Members of the Brahmin Association (and children); Associate Members of the Association; Members of related associations (Gita Ashram, Hindu Sangam, etc); friends of members/associate members. 

Fees include for course materials, seminar bag, light dinner and refreshments. Participants are encouraged to register by e-mail at: 
mediaplusconsultancy@hotmail.com, providing name and age of participant, details of samajam membership (if relevant) and contact details. For telephone enquiries, please call 07-3573595. 

Registration proper will begin at 6.30 p.m. on Monday 13th June at Persatuan Brahmin Malaysia, Lot 1267, Jalan Ismail Ghaney, Kampong Kasipillai, 51200 Kuala Lumpur. 

Age of the RigVeda
We attach here with an article titled “Age of the Rig Veda” compiled by Dr. Easwaran Padmanabhan. 
The views expressed are not necessarily that of the  Management Committee.
President

Ir. Dr. K.S. Kannan

20 Jalan Terasek Enam, Bangsar Baru, 59100 K.L

Tel: (Hse) (603) - 2284 9784 / (H/p) 013-3363814

E-mail: kskutm@pd.jaring.my
Hon. Secretary

Ms Malini Badri Narayanan

No. 7, Jalan 14/60, 46100 Petaling Jaya, Selangor

Tel: H/p–012 299 0883; 

E-mail: malinibn@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer

Mr. N. Raman

No. 16,Jalan Hujan Batu Satu, Taman Overseas Union, 58200 KL

Tel : (603) 7981 5293

E-mail : nraman@pd.jaring.com
Malini Badri Narayanan, Hon Secretary 

25th May 2005

AGE OF THE RIGVEDA – Thoughts from the Late 19th Century

Compiled by Eswaran Padmanabhan

(Based on Lectures by A.A.M.)

The Rigveda is the oldest literary monument of the Indo-European languages. But the exact period when the hymns were composed is unknown. It is believed that the oldest of them cannot date from later than the thirteenth century B.C. This assertion is based on the following grounds. 

1) Buddhism, which began to spread in India about 500 B.C., presupposes the existence not only of the Vedas, but also of the intervening literature of the Brahmanas and Upanishads. The development of language and religious thought apparent in the extensive literature of the successive phases of these two Vedic periods renders it necessary to postulate the lapse of seven or eight centuries to account for the gradual changes, linguistic, religious, social, and political, that this literature displays. 

2) On astronomical grounds, one Sanskrit scholar has concluded that the oldest Vedic hymns date from 3000 B.C., While another puts them as far back as 6000 B.C. These calculations are based on the assumption that the early Indians possessed an exact astronomical knowledge of the sun's course such as there is no evidence, or even probability, that they actually possessed. 

3) On the other hand, the possibility of such extreme antiquity seems to be disproved by the relationship of the hymns of the Rigveda to the oldest part of the Avesta, which can hardly date earlier than from about 800 B.C. That relationship is so close that the language of the Avesta, if it were known at a stage some five centuries earlier, could scarcely have differed at all from that of the Rigveda. Hence the Indians could not have separated from the Iranians much sooner than 1300 B.C. But, some sources sat that the separation took place before 1500 B.C. 

In that case we must assume that the Iranian
and the Indian languages remained practically unchanged for the truly immense period of over 3000 years. 

4) We must therefore, rest content with the moderate estimate of the thirteenth century B.C. as the approximate date for the beginning of the Rigvedic period. This estimate has not been invalidated by the discovery in 1907 of the names of the Indian deities Mitra, Varuna, Indra, Nasatya, in an inscription of about 1400 B.C. found in Asia Minor. For the phonetic form in which these names there appear may quite well belong to the Indo-Iranian period when the Indians and the Persians were still one people. The date of the inscription leaves two centuries for the separation of the Indians, their migration to India, and the commencement of the Vedic hymn literature in the north-west of Hindustan.
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